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Cezanne Ride, Provence, France 
  

 

A 5 night horseback trail ride in Provence across the 

famous Montagne Sainte-Victoire.  

Discover why such famous painters as Cezanne and 

Picasso fell in love with these contrasting landscapes. 

Provence with its bright white limestone cliffs, powder 

blue skies, deep green pine forests and red clay soils at 

the foot of the mountains offered the backdrop for 

some of their finest works. 

Day 1 

Arrive at Mas de Recaute near to Lauris and settle into 

your accommodation. Later over a pre-supper aperitif 

meet your guide, have dinner and learn about the 

week ahead.  

The following is the proposed itinerary but please note 

that changes are possible due to weather and local 

conditions.  

Day 2 

Today you get to ride in the Luberon national park and 

get to know your horse. After lunch both you and your 

mount will be transferred to Saint-Paul-lès-Durance, 

an old Roman fluvial harbour that used to transport 

wood and many goods from the Alps to Marseille and 

the Mediterranean coast.  

 

Your ride starts on pleasant tracks through woods and 

along vineyards to arrive in Jouques, following an old 

roman way, before reaching your bed and breakfast 

for the night. 

Day 3 

Today you start your ride in the Mediterranean forest. 

Pine trees, green oaks, and many herbs such as 

rosemary and thyme will perfume your ride. You 

follow the old Verdon canal, built in 1865 to bring the 

Alps water to Aix-en-Provence and it’s numerous 

fountains.  

 

Continuing North of the Sainte-Victoire, you discover 

many sheepfolds and Roman ruins before reaching 

your picnic lunch spot under the pine trees shade.  

This afternoon you ride among brooms to the Bimont 

lake. Tonight’s accommodation is near the village of 

Vauvenargues, famous for its castle that was bought in 

1958 by Picasso, where he lived until 1962. He is 

buried in part of the castle. 

You will be transferred to your overnight 

accommodation by vehicle. 

Day 4 

After breakfast you transfer back to Vauvenargues 

where the horses are waiting for you.  

Today’s ride starts North of Mount Sainte-Victoire, 

and you will journey to the Sinne pilgrim oratory, now 

a sheep pasture. Follow the Gardiol forest and ride 

along the Vacon stream toward Rians, an important 

crossroads between the Alps and the coast. The 

tradition says that Hannibal took this road to pass the 

Alps before his Rome conquest.  
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Day 5 

This morning you leave the vineyards behind and ride 

toward the South sunny side of the Sainte-Victoire. 

Here you discover high white limestone cliffs which 

contrast with the green forests, and you will imagine 

Cezane walking on these perfumed trails. 

Later arrive at the village of Beaurecueil.  

 

Day 6 

You end your ride around this fascinating Sainte-

Victoire mountain. Here you see spectacular views 

while riding on the Bimont barrage, which retains the 

Verdon river, continuing on to ride near a Roman 

aqueduc.  

Your trail leads you to the Bibemus stone quarry. From 

ages past until the 18th century, monuments in Aix-

en-Provence were built with these red stones. 

 Cezanne fell in love with this mixture of mineral and 

vegetable landscapes and made 11 oil paintings and 

16 aquarelles of this place. The morning’s ride finishes 

near Aix-en-Provence at Saint-Marc-Jaumegarde 

where you will enjoy your last lunch together.   

This afternoon, you are taken to  Aix-en-Provence with 

the opportunity to visit Cezanne’s workshop, walk in 

the town and enjoy some shopping.  

At the end of the afternoon you will be transferred to 

the airport. 

 


